
MAY, 1907. CALIFORNIA STATE JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 99

of things? If it were not for the ignorance and
gullibility of our own profession, there would be no
call for such foolish mixtures. On the other hand,
if the manufacturers did not advertise statements
contrary to fact regarding them, physicians would
not be fooled. It is a hard nut to crack, and we
give it up!

Some of the proprietors of "patent" medicines
are believed to have a keen sense of humor. The

President of the Proprietary
RATHER Association of America, Mr.
FUNNY F. J. Cheney, is apparently in

this class. If memory serves,
Mr. Cheney is the author of the now celebrated "red
ink clause," so splendidly shown up by Collier's
Weekly, by means of which the "great American
Fraud" had practically all the newspapers in the
country successfully muzzled. Mr. Cheney, it is re-
ported, addressed the Toledo Pharmaceutical Asso-
ciation, in January, on the subject of patent and
proprietary medicines. From the extract at hand,
it must have been a highly edifying address, though
if Mr. Cheney continues to break forth in a similar
strain he is in danger of being placed in the "Josh
Billings" class, as a professional humorist. It must
have been a strain upon Mr. Cheney's risibles to
get off the following with a straight face:

"What is the secret of the success and popu-
larity of patent and proprietary medicines? The
first and greatest reason is their high standard of
purity, uniformity of strength and medicinal
qualities. Second-The acknowledged support of
the most prominent doctors. Third-Their con-
venient form, excellent taste and nominal price.
In looking over the leading medical journals pub-
lished in this country, I notice many discussions
carried on by eminent physicians regarding the
sales and popularity of proprietary medicines, but
not one of them, in my opinion, attributes the suc-
cess of these remedies to the proper cause.
Mr. Cheney said that he was a pharmacist, forty

years ago, and then is reported to have given birth
to this chunk of startling information, "In those
days the doctor was much interested in the natural
crude drugs, and he would make daily calls to in-
spect them. I remember well the calls made by the
most eminent physician in our county. For instance,
if this doctor needed an infusion of Buchu, he would
carefully look them over and select the choicest of
leaves." The "most eminent physician in our
county" must have been somewhat shy on patients,
if he had the time to loiter at the drug store and
pick out just the leaves he wanted made into an
infusion of buchu!

When the office of a sure-thing operator in New
York was raided, some few years ago, enormous

quantities of letters from doc-
WORKED tors, lawyers and parsons were
AGAIN? found. The detective who had

charge of the raid is said to have
stated as his opinion that parsons and physicians
were about the "easiest suckers" of all, to work. It
would seem so. The STATE JOURNAL and the
Journal of the a. M. A. have for some time been
calling attention to specific instances of "working"
the medical profession by nostrum men of sorts; un-
fortunately there are only too many medical (?)
journals that seem to be ready, nay anxious, to help
the nostrum men in the "working." There is a
something, we know not what it is nor what won-
derful things it is supposed to do, called "oxgul-
atum"; it is supposed to be some sort of remedy and
is advertised to a limited extent in medical journals.
It was offered the STATE JOURNAL two or three
times, but we declined the advertisement. The signs
of the times would indicate that this is another prep-
aration put before the physician in order that he
may by prescribing it, create a demand which will
lead the public to buy it over the counter-teach the
public to self-prescribe another preparation. The
usual course of such things is "work the medical
profession" claiming to be an "ethical proprietary,"
and then go to the public with all sorts of medical
endorsements and become a "patent medicine."
N. A. R. D. Notes, the publication which represents
the purely commercial side of pharmacy and urges
druggists to "push" any old patent medicine, if the
price is high enough, prints a portion of a letter
from the "oxgulatum" folk in which they say they
protect the retail price of their stuff and do' not sell
it to mail-order houses or department stores-"and
the retail price is plainly lithographed on the cans."
How perfectly delightful!

The example set by two or three of our county
societies should not be ignored by the others; all

should make an effort to ar-
EDUCATE range meetings between the
THE PUBLIC. medical societies and the bar

associations, ministerial asso-
ciations and prominent citizens of all' classes
generally. Nor should such meetings ignore
the commercial side of our profession. If
the laity once comes to realize that to be an up-to-
date physician, nowadays, is not an inexpensive
matter, there will be a better appreciation of de-
cent fees. A poorly paid doctor is generally not a
good doctor, for he can not keep himself supplied
with current literature nor provide the required
armamentarium; 'and every patient is entitled to,
and should receive, the services of a good average
up-to-date physician. Lodge and similar contract
practice business really is an injury to the subscriber
thereto, for bargain-counter methods in professional
work always, eventually, harm the subscriber more
than any one else; he gets the services of a cheap
man-exactly what he pays for! Furthermore, the
very members of the lodge not infrequently look


